CHAPTER XII
INFLUENCE OF THE PROXIMITY OF
SKILLED LABOUR
In determining the location of particular industries the
distribution of natural resources and markets plays the most
important part and the position of labour, in this respect, is
only auxiliary. Usually labour does not determine the location
of industries but rather adapts itself to vary with the kind of
production which other elements of a more permanent nature
bring about. The state of supply of labour of a particular type
on a certain date or time is not of great significance as it can be
eventually changed and modified. Unskilled labour may
become skilled, and labour trained for one kind of work may
sometimes easily acquire the skill necessary for a different sort
of job and thus change over to another group. The supply of
various grades of labour will, consequently, within certain
limits, be able to adjust itself to demand.
In spite of these broad possibilities of adjustment, the
proximity of skilled labour is an additional factor in helping
an industry to establish itself firmly, and the value of the factor
need not be under-estimated. A well-organized labour market
for the various grades of labour is often the most important
requirement of success in industries where the skill of the
workmen is of great account. The labour might play only a
minor part in attracting an industry as against other locational
factors, but it is an important element in promoting its growth
and the most important factor in enabling it to hold its own
against all odds after its establishment. The example of the
linen industry of Northern Ireland and Southern Scotland may
be taken, as an illustration of the power of skilled labour to
enable a particular region to retain an established industry
under vastly changed circumstances. A century ago these
countries grew flax and possessed flourishing industries for the
manufacture of linen. At the present time the cultivation of
flax has passed on to low-wage countries like Belgium and the
Baltic States, but the technical skill of generations has enabled